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The foundation-stone laying ceremony for the
“Mutharsangam” historical memorial hall, soon to be
built at the Thennadu Senthamizh Aagama Sivamadam,
was held on Saturday, 4 July 2026. The event was graced
by the presence of six Saiva Adheenam Guru Maha
Sannidhanams of Tamil Nadu.

Our Sivamadam was founded on 3 June 2020, and for
six years since has worked, by divine grace, to preserve
Saivam and Tamil culture and to hand them on to the
next generation. The Mutharsangam hall marks the
next step in that work: a building raised in memory
of the First Tamil Sangam of Thennadu, the legendary
academy said to have flourished in the region before
it was submerged by the sea, and over which Lord
Shiva himself is said to have presided as its refinements
shaped the early Tamil language. The foundation stone
laying was carried out at the direction of the presiding
deities of the Sivamadam, Ambaal Manonmani Amman
and Lord Aimputhanathar.

By the grace of Lord Aimputhanathar,
six Saiva Adheenam Guru Maha Sannidhanams
of Tamil Nadu, visited our Thennadu Sivamadam
together that day: Seervalarseer Maasilamani Desika
Gnanasambandha Paramacharya Swamigal; the
18th Guru Maha Sannidhanam of the Velakkuruchi
Adheenam, Seervalarseer Sathiyagnana Mahadeva
Desika Paramacharya Swamigal; the 103rd Guru Maha
Sannidhanam of the Sengol Adheenam, Seervalarseer
Sivaprakasa Desika Sathiyagnana Paramacharya Swamigal;
the 25th Guru Maha Sannidhanam of the Perur Adheenam,
Thiruperunthiru Santhalinga Marudhachala Adigalar; the
Guru Maha Sannidhanam of the Palani Sadhusamigal
Madam, Thavathiru Sadhu Shanmuga Adigalar; and
the Guru Maha Sannidhanam of the Thenserimalai

Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony for the
“Mutharsangam” Historical Memorial Hall

Adheenam, Thavathiru Muthusivaramasamy Adigalar.

The visiting Guru Maha Sannidhanams first offered
worship at the sanctum of Aimputhanathar, then
took part in a kolu pooja honouring the guru lineage
and gave their blessings to those gathered. A street
procession followed, leading to the site marked out
for the Mutharsangam hall. There, in what is believed
to be the first time six Saiva Adheenam Guru Maha
Sannidhanams have come together for such an occasion,
they laid the foundation stone of “Mutharsangam”
with their own hands, a building raised in memory of
the First Tamil Sangam of Thennadu.

The event was organised under the direction of
Thennadu head Sivathiru Thennavan Partheepan.
Alongside the Guru Maha Sannidhanams, it was also
attended by Seervalarseer Chokkalinga Thambiran
Swamigal, inquiry-officer of the Dharmapuram Adheenam
for the Thiruvaiyaru Arulmigu Panchanadeeswarar
Swami temple; Munaivar Seervalarseer Mouna
Thirugnanasambandha Thambiran Swamigal, inquiry-
officer of the Dharmapuram Adheenam for the Trichy
Mouna Madam; Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam poet
Subramaniam Kunjithapatham Ayya; Thavathiru Rishi
Thonthunathan Swamigal of the Kopay Subramaniya
Kottam; Professor Sivakkozhundhu Sirisathkunarasa
Ayya, former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna;
Senthamizhchcholaruvi Chandramowleesan Laleesan
Ayya, Principal of the Kopay Teachers’ College; and
numerous devotees, all of whom lent distinction to
the occasion.

This gathering of six Saiva Adheenam Guru Maha
Sannidhanams of Tamil Nadu marks a significant moment
in the Saiva history of Eelam, and an important milestone
in the growth of Thennadu.
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Saiva Saint Thirunavukarasar - Master of the word

Tirunavukkarasar among the four
most effective of the Saiva saints,
and among the three foremost of the

Nayanmars whose hymns are known

S
Srisankarshan
Srisatkunarajah
English Editor
Thennadu

as the Thevaram. His own hymns form
the fourth, fifth and sixth of the twelve
sacred books of the Saiva canon. The

account in Periyapuranam presents his life as a struggle
to achieve faith.
His background
Pugazhanar was a farmer devoted to Siva, and he
had two children. The elder was Thilakavathi and the
younger was Marulneekkiyar (the saint in highlight).
Thilakavathi was promised in marriage to a young soldier.
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He was killed in battle, and she gave up the thought of
marriage and took to an ascetic life spent in the worship
of Sivaperuman, cultivating her inherent qualities of
patience and piety.

The Jain years

Marulneekkiyar could not stay within the family’s
tradition as he sought more vast explorative practices of
ritualistic peace. He joined the Sramana sect at Pataliputra,
and for nearly four decades he studied Jain religion and
philosophy and became an expert in it. He took the
name Dharmasena and rose to a high position in the
Jain order. His sister was troubled by this and prayed for
him at the temple of Tiruvathigai Veerattanam.

At Pataliputra, Dharmasena fell ill with a severe colic
that the medicines and mantras of the Jains could not
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cure. Unable to find relief, he recognised the grace of Siva
through the guidance of his sister, popularly used as a tool
of dramatic indoctrination for children these days, and
returned home. He reached Tiruvathigai Veerattanam,
and Thilakavathiyar gave him holy ash blessed with the
Ainthu Ezhuthu (Namasivaya). The pain left him at once.
He went into the temple and sang a hymn, and his illness
was gone. He returned to Saivite worship and took the
name Tirunavukkarasar, the triumphant of Language/
the tongue, for the hymns he composed in praise of
the lord.

The king’s challenge and its resolution

His return to Siva worship displeased the Pallava king
Mahendravarman, who was a Jain. The king tried to
have him killed. Tirunavukkarasar was thrown into a
lime pit for a week, given poisoned food, and set before
an elephant to be trampled. He repeated the name of
the lord and sang his praise, and came through each of
these without harm.

He was then tied to a stone and thrown into the sea.
He repeated the Ainthu Ezhuthu (Namasivaya) and sang
a hymn. The rope loosened, the stone floated, and he
sat on it and reached the shore. When the king saw
that he could not be killed, he recognised the saint’s
sincerity, became a follower of Siva, and under the saint’s
influence repaired and built temples.

His miracles

Several miracles are told of him. He brought back
to life the son of Apputhi Adikal, who had been bitten
by a cobra. During a famine, he was given a gold coin
each day from the Lord to continue his charity. His hymn
opened the doors of the temple at Tirumaraikkadu. The
Periya Puranam records that he undertook a satyagraha
to recover a Sivalinga taken by the Jains at Pazhayarai.

Late in his life he set out for Kailasam, but grew too
weak on the way to complete the journey. At Tiruvaiyaru,
after bathing in the river, he was granted the vision of
the supreme abode.

How he is remembered

After a life spent in the service of Siva, he prayed
at the end, “Here | am, coming to your holy feet,”
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and merged with Sivaperuman at Tiruppugalur. He is

remembered for his humility and his service. He carried
a hoe wherever he went, so that he could clean the
pathways to the temples he visited. He was close to the
child-saint Jnanasambandhar, who called him Appar,
meaning father, and the name stayed with him. He was
also known as Vakeesar and Thandakavendar, stemming
from his complex compositions of the thiru thandakam and
other symbolic works. His life is a great field of research
and a complex and spiralling study, a topic on which
scholars undertake their PhDs. Even the latter part of his
final year, when he was tested with distractions of the
material world- all riches and pleasures that an earthly
81-year-old world falls for, he is commended by the Saiva
clan for obviously being absolutely collected, but also
not being offended by these silly and cheap distractions,
which is a greater test to examine his calmness.

The beloved saint is commemorated ceremoniously year
on year in homes, schools, temples and Tamil institutions
on the Sithirai Sathayam Nachahtiram, by reflecting on
his biography and his compositions.
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