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LDDEPMUI GIDUISHEDIL FTHIBIT HITCOHET Tane?
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English Editor — Thennadu

Thennadu Tamil Atheenam (Madam) — Australia P
+61 49949 3300, ketharan@thennadu.org ﬁ‘i

In January 2025, there will be a youth
Tamil and Saiva conference that we will hold
to produce a new generation of leaders
in both Sydney and Melbourne. This is
designed to provide profound knowledge
on the correlation between science, the
natural world and Tamil enabling individu
als to understand the well-documented
achievements that have preserved the
essence of Tamil culture over millennia. By
this students will learn the traits required
to become future leaders. This programme
will be run by Dr. Sivakumar Ramakrishnan
a university professor from Malaysia, who
has a wealth of knowledge on Tamil and
Saivam and its relationship with the natu
ral world. He will go over key concepts such as
self-leadership qualities, the Tamil language
as an agamic science and Tamil scientific
revelations.

Self-leadership is the foundation of personal
empowerment. It involves taking control of
one’s life, setting clear goals, and consistently
working towards them with determination and
resilience. At the workshop, participants will
be introduced to self-leadership as the ability
to lead oneself through life’s challenges with
confidence and clarity. By cultivating self-leader
ship qualities, individuals can navigate their
personal and professional lives with a sense
of purpose and direction. The workshop
emphasises that self-leadership is not just about
achieving success but about understanding
one’s strengths and weaknesses, making
informed decisions, and taking responsibility
for one’s actions. By attending this workshop
participants can further improve their success

Youth Workshop In Australia

in life by adapting these valuable skills that
they will be able to utilise in all aspects of life.

Dr Sivakamur will also discuss The Tamil
language, the oldest language in the world,
and how it holds a sacred place in the spiritual
traditions of the Tamil people. More than just
a medium of communication, Tamil is deeply
intertwined with the principles and practices
of Agamic traditions, particularly within the
context of Saivm. Agamic texts, which guide
temple rituals, philosophy, and spiritual
practices, are written in Tamil, reflecting
the language’s sacred and scientific role in
conveying spiritual knowledge. Moreover,
Tamil’s structure, sounds, and grammar are
believed to resonate with the cosmic principles
outlined in the Agamas.

Further, Dr Sivakumar will provide insight
into the Tamil civilisation, the oldest in the
world, and its remarkable contributions to
various fields of science and technology. These
advancements are not only noteworthy for
their ingenuity but also for the way they seam
lessly integrated with the cultural and religious
practices of the time. From modern scientific
developments to traditional practices like Sid-
dha medicine and the architectural brilliance
of Tamil temples, the legacy of the ancient
Tamils continues to influence contemporary
society.

All youth in Sydney or Melbourne should
attend this workshop to boost their leadership
qualities whilst gaining a deep understanding
of the importance of Tamil and Saivam and its
correlation with science. This will benefit not
only yourself but the greater Tamil society.
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The charm of Nallur Festive Season

Jaffna, the district that has some of the most
extravagant, elaborate and lengthy temple
festive calendars in the entire country, takes on
a whole new face during the island’s longest
festival, of the largest temple as well. Nallur
and the sophistication it regards itself with is
never a strange concept to the young and the
new. The halls and chambers being throng by
devotees from the time that the temple opens
its doors till the very last cry to evacuate the
premises by the very assertive society of
volunteers, Nallur really does cast a spell on
this otherwise usual township, rendering it
possible for multinational families to reunite and
return back home, local economy to sore high,
flights to be overbooked and streets to be filled
with the latest additions to the expansive Tamil
diaspora, all the way from toddlers in swaddles
to fisty little ones in squeaky cartoon shoes.
It is a time where the strength of unity takes
display at its finest, with quite literally everyone
being excited to attend the processions especially
in the evenings. The halls are also occupied
by curious and extremely respectful foreigners
across the globe, trying their best to fit in with
their makeshift bedsheet sarees and throw towel
veshtes, the temple keeps everyone entertained
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all through out the 25
illustrious days so much
so that no one notices the
days flashing way.

With the sound minded
clan of devout Anthanars
leading the daily proce
ssions along with the tem
ple head, one could say
that the ways of the
festival and the temple
itself are becoming more
and more refined and more centralised around
the Proceeding Idols themselves and the sanctum
sanctorum rather than the other peripheries
where people seem to concentrate usually,
which is a favourable growth although sparking
significant talk amongst the traditional ton.
With the splendour of the arched courtyard
surrounding the Theertham, there is always a
brilliant view of the Deities and their mounts
fast in procession. The corridors echoing with
the Vedas, extracts from the Upanishads and
the hymns of the bhajan groups, along with
the Pancharathna krithis by the Mangala vadya
troups, it is an other worldly display of bhakthi,
and spiritual being. The outer procession, where
the proceeding entity makes pitstops at chosen
places for the recital of specific and soulful hymns
by some of the most talented voices, are some
surreal moments where quite literally everyone
pauses and listens to the musical and literary
prowess of the hymns in awe and contemplation.
Groups of elderly discussing something
seriously about their swift phased walks, circles
of teens flying and piercing through the crowd
deep in some conversation or excitement, gangs
of mothers sticking together in utter silence
yet communicating most eloquently with their
eyes, preschoolers on a monologue of complaint
about the itchiness of their attire and young
parents spending their entire time regretting
their way of commute with their newborn to
the temple, friend groups of all ages sneaking
away into the commercial streets for a head
start in the eternal que for the 2 staple and
notorious cream houses, people rushing into the
premises while are busy rushing back to their
vehicle parks, the Sabhas with their curation of
speciality cultural programs, complaints of lost
foot wear and stolen possessions, all of these
add character to this festival.

Srisankarshan
Srisatkunarajah
Next Generation Editor
2023 Batch,
Jaffna Hindu College
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Miracles of Saiva Saint

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/
saint, who lived in the seventh century CE. He
is one of the most prominent saints amongst
the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s entire collection
of hymns about Lord Sivan is called “Thirukka-
daikappu”. These were later collected to form
the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal —
one of the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham
philosophy.

The Jains had decided they could not
defeat Sampanthar by just vocal arguments, so
they wanted to prove their supremacy by some
demonstrations. They told Sampanthar that
both parties should prove their faiths through
the fire. Sampanthar accepted their challenge.

Sampanthar took a palm leaf on which the
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pathigam starting with the words
“Pokamaarththa Puunnmulaiyaal”
and it goes as follows:
GUTHIDTTH S LY, E0T LPED GO U AT
SHATCHIMTBLD ALITEATTBEVLD
UTSLDTTHS @UBISaDTAET GarDHm-

a0Ta0TeL LTGLDE 1P

OpBHIDNTHDH CH T IIET BHTeauant
e ullarGLoed

BTSLDNTSHH BHLOALBHLOTST GLOUWIZ] HeTanTED.

Pokamaarththa puunnmulaiyaal thannodum ponnakalam
Paakamaarththa paingkannvel letrannal parameddee
Aakamaarththa tholudaiyan kovana vaadaiyinmel
Naakamaarththa namperumaan meyathu nallare

In English this translates
to, nallaru in the beautiful
chest the god in the most
- exalted place, the chief who
has a white bull of greenish
eyes and who has as a half a
lady wearing ornaments, and
giving immense pleasure, has
a dress of a skin tied in the
chest, is the place desired by
our Lord who has tied a cobra
on the dress of a loin-cloth.

Sampanthar put the leaf
into the fire. The palm leaf
remained unburned, in fact
the leaf was still green, the
pathigam was then named
Pachaip pathigam
f The Jains wrote their man

. thiram “Asthi Nasthi” on a

palm leaf and put it into the
fire. The palm leaf was burnt
to ashes. The king then de-
clared that the Jains had lost
the challenge.

To be continued...
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The nectar that Is Thirukothumpl

Manikavasakar, a saint whose songs
and outpourings are said to move the
most stoic of hearts over the brink of tears
through the shear intensity of devotion
in his hymns. Through the stance he
assumes as the sublime feminine, devotedly
pining and ardently yearning towards the
most supreme of aspirations, attaining the
Godhead, he reminds humanity word by
word, essence by essence and verse by
verse of his life’s work, The Thiruvasakam,
bestowed upon us in the treasure trove
that is Tamil: the necessity of realising and
acknowledging the presence of divinity
in the very fibre of existence, even while
performing the most mundane of tasks.

Finding the anchor of his metaphorical
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brilliance in the daily
routine of the devout
and austere maiden of
his time, he animates
a scene where a young

lass as devout as ever, -
: : Srisankarsh
is busy afoot gathering ) s,%;‘:ﬂuﬁgsrai;;h
g ext Generation Editor
flowers graduating to- 2023 Batch,

Jaffna Hindu College

wards blossom, racing
with the break of dawn
itself. Which is when she notices that she
is accompanied by a swarm of varieties
of bees, bugs and flies all pursuing their
goal of the day and life, nectar. Through
the most articulate voice of this rather
realised lass, Manikavasakar authors twenty
nectareous versus, thus birthing Thiruko
thumbi. Over the course of these dense
hymns, the lass urges and requests the
bees to relay her message, though not
direct, to her lord, her solace, her goal,
Sivaperuman. Vasakar as the lass does
more than just urge, and also endears for
the bees too to seek solace at the lotus
feet of his most beloved lord, instead of
spending their lives buzzing through the
garden.

The entire composition explores intri
cate concepts such as, occasions and ways
in which the lord chooses to function
to encompass his devotees; even after
a blemish less life, the inherent moral
crisis he goes through, his psyche’s ethical
debate as a form of cathartic expression
in matters of self-doubt and disseverance,
especially towards being a recipient of
divine grace; Finding peace of mind and
contemplating universal benevolence,
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through the gestures that the lord plays
out, especially when divinity assumed the
form of flesh and blood just for the Saint
himself. The verses do a great deal of
emotional churning and clad the unfatho
mable state of devotion from which the
Saint sources his words, and each verse
winding down with an open stimulus to
the bees to direct his mellow message
to the Godhead, serve as a coin phrase,
serving as a metronome throughout the
composition.

Whilst appreciating the technical and
literary spectacle of the piece, one should
also raise the question of why the saint
goes on and on elaborating in length and
great detail, the essence of his emotion
and thoughts to, out of all organisms, the
bees? That too in such a scholarly manner.
Vasakar doesn’t seem to bear even the
slightest bit of concern about his words
becoming such cliché, as the other half of
that entire conversation were the bees,
and to their nature they would continue
to be absolutely oblivious to his words
and keep on buzzing about and around
the garden. In contemplation, one can
draw a striking parallel between the saint’s
analogy of choice and the plight of human
beings in pursuit of the ultimate goal of
their lifetime, seeking and attaining So-
lace at the feet of the Godhead. Exactly
how bees stay airborne, scan, skim, seek,
arrive at, and extract the goal of their
quest, the nectar from the complex en-
closure of the flower, the saint compares
the journey of realised human beings, in
making their way through the foam and
froth churned up by materialistic facades
conjured up by their fellows and traversing
through the most adhesive bounds of maya

www.thennadu.org

-27-

and realising where to turn In search of
reality, knowledge and arriving at the Lotus
feet of the Lord through determination,
practice, devotion and realisation, thus
attaining the state of ‘Pathi’, the ultimate
solace. The metaphor urges and applauds
with awe, the determination of the bees
that yields nectar.

Through the dissolution of the blindfold
that is Ignorance and unknowingness, and
cleansing the common soul off the three
eternal preliminary blunders, especially the
hardest of them Arrogance, An Aathman
could elevate itself to be worthy of the
grace of the universal truth being bestowed
upon it. To remind the millions Bhakthas
that followed him on, till date and in fu-
ture, Manikavasakar birthed this dense
yet brisk composition, full of anecdotes
from his own life and the dharmic ethos,
to serve as a waking reminder to all who
realise and care, towards persisting unto
The Universal reality, The Lord himself via
one’s daily practice and actions.

Thesaintrealisesthat the state of Muththi,
at the lotus feet of the lord isn’t actually
an attainment or reaching a novel place,
it is much rather a very long overdue
homecoming, the most gratifying and
befitting return for the Eternal Aathman.
This, innate drive of ours, is as natural
as the unwavering drive that the bees
have towards the nectar, says the saint.
Now it lies on us to realise and live up to
these aspirations and make heist towards
the return to the place of solace, or keep
on rummaging around the garden just
like the bees did and continue to do. The
choice is clear, and causes being consi
dered, one must wonder, what direction
will humanity tread towards?
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Body and the World - Thelr Nature

Last month Summary:

Sivakan, a 7 year old kid, was talking
with his friends when they asked him how
they could work towards upgrading their
limited knowledge so they can know the
Lord Almighty? He replied This world is the
school where we are sent by the Lord to gain
knowledge and wisdom to know the Lord
Almighty. He does this out of His infinite
compassion for the souls.

Next day when we met we recalled the key
points from the previous discussion. Out of
infinite compassion for the souls, the body
etc. was provided by the Lord so that they are
freed of their bondage. Now we wanted to
know the nature of the body and the nature
of the objects in the world around us. The
Lord Almighty is a conscious intelligent entity.
We, the souls too, are conscious intelligent
entities. We are endowed with discriminating
ability. But is the body intelligent? Does it
have a discriminating ability? No. The body,
by itself, is inert and hence is not intelligent.
It cannot have, discriminating ability either.

As long as we are alive - as long as the
body is associated with the life principle,
the body can function. You remember we
talked about the kittens and other incidents.
The kitten once dead did not and could not
drink milk. The next door neighbour, the old
lady once dead, can no more scold anyone.
Since her body was of no more use it was
burnt to ashes in the cremation ground.

Now let us talk about the natural scen-
eries we discussed. The yonder mountains,
nearby rivers, lands and the clouds above
are all inert. They do not have the life force
in them. But when natural calamities like the
earthquakes or floods or cyclones strike, they
get destroyed. With earthquakes everything
gets shaken up and crumbles down. With
floods, everything gets washed away and
things get blown away during cyclones. Thus
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each and everything is subject to changes.

Who brings about all these changes in the
worldly things, the matter? What is the effect
of these changes? Do they perish at all? Sci-
ence declares that matter does not perish to
nothing, but changes to some other form of
matter. In the case of the old lady’s body, on
burning it got converted to carbon-dioxide,
smoke and ashes.Therefore all the worldly
objects too are eternally existing entities.
But they are subject to transformation.
These transformations are called creation,
maintenance and dissolution.Therefore all
the inert, non-intelligent worldly objects are
indeed ever existing entities”.

They are created from their first cause
(kaaranam) the material cause called as
‘maayai’ and ultimately resolve back unto
maayai, the same cause from which they
were created. This process of creation and
dissolution happens by the divine will (aanai)
of the Lord Almighty”.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: All the worldly
objects are eternally existing entities. But
they are subject to transformation by the
divine will of the Lord Almighty.

Reference: Saiva Siddhantham
— A Way of Life by Kovai Kizhar

ASATB - Opauanild Fuisar 2024



GIQGMGMFILCB ﬂai;p@laim

sk ,
OppIBEIBAT AETTE SApaITi
anpun®sar (19-07-2024)

T
-




ABHITTL B [HBLDD BT

N oppsatse Honios) anfure Ssip aaefuie (20-07-2024)

.‘__

HHBHM@TD GIIP FITLOBET
&BILmF (12-08-2024)

56D QFHSOLD SpHD SEUDLLD DMHMILD ensel bnesoreu] senLullest BIHLSS 6ILLTeug Smissm OFUHuNSD “COseuem®”,
Seusd. SeUEhTEND CRUINENTHSET SEUTHOTTED EREIENIDSHSLILILB HedQTT “d MBimmiser” (bd &eogen) USIILSSSHed
SIESLILLG, CLoLp eflWpasLbLI 2oL fl SpettT B 2298 LDLMISED HedBeONEnT Sheueutils SmiseT 3Lb HerT Blewmibd Sievtm) (19-08-2024
SMISLALPeHID) C\S56uTeuNTLIed QauafUILLILLLE). APSHEOMD SDE SMIGHD HEWIL C\56TeOMB el6iiLens endled MMiSH, S\56oTen®
asuIFlulsenpuib@uietinete] LImeanfls seolnlerd QsuiassOifled &1 WWHASHCOID. ensal DTN &FaL L)
Beosawd - HA/4/IA/343.
61BemeBLA +94 21 222 9722 | Levewmd +94 (70) 770 1111 Besremebasd thennavan@thennadu.org
f fb.com/thennadu | i@ youtube.com/thennadu | www.thennadu.org




