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Ask most people what a temple festival is for, and
you will get the obvious answer. It is worship. The deity
comes out, the crowd folds its hands, the chariot moves.
That answer is true, and it is also incomplete. A festival
is one of the few institutions our community has that
does several jobs at once, and only one of those jobs
is religious.

Take the Nallur Kandaswamy festival, which runs this
year from 16 August to 12 September. Twenty- seven
days. Flag hoisting on the first morning, then a slow build
through Mancham, Sapparam and Kailasavaganam, until
the chariot rolls on 9 September and the Theertham
follows the next day. Anyone who has been to Jaffna in
that stretch knows the town changes shape. Streets are
given over to stalls. Houses fill with relatives who have
not visited in years. Flights into Colombo are booked out
by people flying in from Toronto, London, Melbourne
and Sydney.

That last detail is the point. For a community scattered
by war and migration, the festival calendar is the only
reliable reason to be in the same place at the same time.
Weddings gather a family. A festival gathers a district.
Cousins who grew up on different continents meet
properly for the first time because both sets of parents
decided this was the year to go for Ther. No cultural
organisation, no diaspora association, no WhatsApp
group has ever managed that on its own.

And this is not really about Nallur. Nallur is just the
largest example. The same thing happens at the Murugan
temple here in Sydney every year, and at every kovil in

More Than Prayer: What Temple Festivals Actually Do

Toronto, London and Kuala Lumpur that runs its own
thiruvizha. The scale changes What happens does not.
For those weeks, the entire community is in one place,
which is something that almost never occurs otherwise

And look at what people actually do when they get
there. The people get to celebrate and watch students
who have been training all year to dance. Singers sing
Thevarams and other religious hymns, with everyone
singing after them. There is nadaswaram and thavil at
the front, melam somewhere else, and a group of boys
learning to keep time on the mridhngam. Devotees
carry kavadi and dance it through the crowd. Volunteers
cook, serve, direct traffic, hold ropes, mind children
who are not theirs.

That is the part worth noticing. A festival is one of
the only occasions where the community produces
something together rather than consuming something
together. Everybody has a job, from the poosari to the
fourteen-year-old handing out sundal. The art forms
survive because they are performed, not because anyone
decided to preserve them. A kid who watches kavadi
aattam every year for a decade eventually wants to
carry one, and that is how it passes down.

Although prayers and practising religion are the most
important part of a temple Thiruvizha. It should be noted
its not the only aspect of Thiruvizha. You can go for the
crowd, the food, the sound, your grandmother&#39;s
company, and still be participating fully in what the
thiruvizha is for.
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Saiva Saint Kulachirai Nayanar - Minister of Madurai

Kulachirai Nayanar is counted
the twenty-first of the sixty-
three Nayanmars, was the
chief minister of the Pandya
king Nedumaran, known as
Koon Pandiyan. He composed
no hymns and holds no place
among the Thevaram poets; he belongs to the
servitor-saints, whose standing rests on acts
of devotion rather than on song. Because he
left no work of his own, he is known entirely
through others: he is named in Sundarar’s
Tiruthondar Thokai, the earliest list of the
Nayanmars, and praised by Sambandar in
the hymns sung at Madurai, while his life is
narrated at length only in Sekkizhar’s twelfth-
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century Periya Puranam. That lengthy account
presents his devotion as service carried out
from office: the maintenance of Sivaperuman’s

devotees, and the return of a Jain court to
Saivism.

s (5,60

His background

Kulachirayar was born at Manamerkudi,
an agrarian town in the Pandya country,
and rose to the office of chief minister. The
poetic sources agree on the form his devotion
took, of him having honoured the devotees
without regard to caste, receiving them and
providing them with food, Thiruneeru and
rudraksam beads. Though this is absent from
the canonical account, one later retelling credits
his administration with a part in the Pandya
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military successes at Uzhinjnam, Paazhil and
Nelveli.

A Saivite in jain court

During king Nedumaran’s reign the Pandya
court had gone over to Jainism, then the
dominant faith in the region. The famous
Pandya queen, Mangayarkkarasiyar, who
is also a Chola princess and herself one of
the sixty-three saints, remained Saivite, as
did Kulachiraiyar. They were the principal
adherents of the older faith within a court
otherwise given to Jainism, and the later
saints” hymns present the position of Saivism
there as being insecure.

Him in Sambandar’s life

When the child-saint Tirujnanasambandhar
was in the Chola country, Kulachirayar and the
queen together invited him to Madurai. The
occasion was the king’s illness: a persistent
fever, and the curvature of the spine from
which he took the name Koon Pandiyan.
Sambandar’s hymn is credited with curing both.
The king returned to Saivam, was thereafter
honoured as Ninra Seer Nedumaran, and his
back now straight, was named Sundara Pandya;
he is himself counted among the sixty-three!
Sambandar even named Kulachirayar and the
qgueen in the hymns he sang on entering the
Pandya country.

Controversial involvement

Sekkizhar’s account states that after the
Jains were defeated in dispute, the losing
party was impaled on the stake, a number the
Madurai tradition puts at eight thousand, and
it is alleged that Kulachirayar was in charge of
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the order. The events, if historical, belong to the
seventh century. Given that Kulachirayar left no
account of his own, the earliest text to name
him is Sundarar’s Thiru Thondar Thokai, which
introduces his saintly name without narrative.
Association with this particular context, enters
only with Nambiyandar Nambi’s Tiruttondar
Tiruvanthathi, compiled around the turn of
the eleventh century, and is elaborated by
Sekkizhar in the twelfth, three to five hundred
years after the events it describes. Scholars
of the Tevaram have noted that there is no
firm basis for the persecution, and that while
impaling was a judicial punishment of the
period, its use as religious reprisal is doubtful
to the extent of aggrandisation we regard it
with. On this evidence the attribution presents
itself as a later addition to the hagiography
rather than as a record of what Kulachirayar’s
ethical and moral compass looked like.

How he is remembered

We now remember him with the name
that Sundarar gives him: Perunambi, a title of
honour, Nambi denoting a man of the first rank.
Since Sundarar’s list is the earliest source, it is
this designation that secures his place in the
Saintly canon. The temple at Manamerkudi,
his birthplace, keeps images of Sambandar,
the saint, the queen and the king together,
marking the place where the four are held
to have last worshipped as one. A very race
occurance to have 4 saints at one place for
one miracle. His Guru remembrance falls in
the Tamil month of Aavani, on the Anusham
natchahtiram, observed as the day he reached
the feet of the lord.
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Last Month Summary:

Through their discussion, Sivakan and his friends concluded
that the soul is an eternal, conscious reality, distinct from the
body, senses, mind, and breath. They then explored the three
states through which the soul progresses. In the kevala state,
the soul exists without a body and its intelligence is completely
veiled by aanava mala. In the sakala state, the Lord provides
the soul with a body and material world according to its karma,
allowing its intelligence to become partially expressed while
it experiences pleasure and suffering. Once its karmic effects
are exhausted and the three impurities are removed, the
soul enters the suddha state, where its intelligence is fully
revealed and it no longer undergoes rebirth.

Of the three states in which the soul exists, we will now
look at the characteristics of the kevala state. In this state,
the soul exists without a body and is completely covered by
aanava malam, the primordial impurity.

To understand this more clearly, consider the example of
cataracts. We use our eyes to see the world around us, but
when a cataract develops, it can gradually block our vision. As
the cataract becomes worse, even nearby objects may become
difficult to see. Before the cataract developed, however, our
vision was clear and we could see even small objects.

In a similar way, during the kevala state, the soul is affected
by aanavam, which covers its intelligence and prevents it from
functioning properly. When the soul is completely surrounded
by aanava malam, its intelligence becomes so restricted that
the soul is described as being reduced to the size of an atom
(anu). This is why the impurity is called aanavam.

The Lord gives the soul a body so that it can gradually
free itself from the influence of aanavam. However, aanavam
continues to affect the soul even in the sakala state, when it
has a body. As a result, the soul's ability to understand and
experience things remains limited.

The subtle nature of aanavam can be understood through
a story from the life of the great spiritual teacher Meikandaar.

At Thiruvennai Nallur, there lived a boy named Meikandaar,
whose name means one who has understood the ultimate
Reality. Remarkably, he was only two years old. Despite his
young age, many people travelled from different places to
see him, pay their respects and receive his blessings.

Among them was the teacher of Meikandaar's father.
He was an elderly and highly knowledgeable man who had
studied the Agamas and other scriptures extensively. However,
when he saw the young Meikandaar, he doubted that such
a young child could truly be a realised master. His extensive
knowledge had led him to become proud, and he decided
to test the child's understanding.

He asked Meikandaar, "What is aanavam?"

Without hesitation, the young Meikandaar replied that
aanavam was standing right in front of him, referring to the
man himself.

The answer immediately humbled the elderly teacher. He
recognised the pride that had prevented him from seeing the
truth clearly. His arrogance disappeared, and he respectfully
bowed before Meikandaar and accepted him as his teacher.

Although the elderly man had great knowledge of the
scriptures, his understanding had been clouded by aanavam.
The story shows how aanavam can remain hidden within a
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person, even when they possess a great deal of knowledge.

When the soul exists without a body, aanavam completely
obstructs the expression of its intelligence. When the soul
takes on a body, it is considered to be born. It then lives
through that body until the body eventually dies. Before
taking on another body, the soul again exists without a body,
covered by aanavam and surrounded by ignorance. This is
known as the kevala state.

During this state, the soul's past actions (vinai or karma)
continue to mature. When the Lord determines that these
actions are ready to produce their results, He provides the
soul with an appropriate body and circumstances through
which those karmic results can be experienced. The soul
then enters the sakala state once again.

In the sakala state, the soul has a body and is able to express
its intelligence, although this expression may be limited or,
at times, more fully developed. In this sense, the kevala and
sakala states are closely connected, as the soul continues
its journey towards becoming free from the limitations of
aanavam.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: The takeaway of this story
is that in the kevala state, the soul exists without a body
and its intelligence is completely obscured by aanava mala,
the primordial impurity. Like cataracts which block the eyes,
aanavam prevents the soul from fully expressing its knowledge
and can lead to pride and ignorance. Sivan, through his grace,
provides the soul with an appropriate body and experiences
based on its matured vinai, allowing it to progress from the
kevala state towards spiritual liberation.
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