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Tamil temple architecture is a remarkable
testament to ancient Tamil civilisations’ engi-
neering prowess and spiritual fervor. Rooted
in the Sangam period, these temples were
primarily constructed by the Chola and Pandya
dynasties and evolved over centuries, with
successive rulers enhancing their grandeur.
Beyond serving as places of worship, these
temples functioned as cultural and social
hubs, reflecting the holistic role they played
in society.

A defining feature of Tamil temples is the
gopuram, the towering entrance gateway
adorned with intricate sculptures and vibrant
stucco work depicting deities and scenes
from Saiva stories. These structures not only
serve as entrances but also symbolise the
threshold between the mundane and the
divine. At the heart of the temple lies the
vimana, a pyramidal tower situated above
the sanctum sanctorum. Often intricately
carved, the vimana signifies the sacredness
of the inner sanctum and is a hallmark of
Tamil temple architecture. The mandapam,
or pillared hall, serves multiple purposes,
from hosting religious ceremonies and cul-
tural performances to functioning as a space
for community gatherings. These halls are
architectural masterpieces, showcasing Tamil
culture’s skill in stone carving and structural
design.

TAMIL TEMPLES: OUR MARVELLOUS CREATIONS

One such example is located in the ancient
city of Madurai, the Meenadchi Amman Tem-
ple is a paragon of Tamil temple architecture.
Originally built by the Pandya dynasty, the
temple complex spans 14 acres and houses
14 gopurams, each adorned with a profu-
sion of sculptures. A standout feature is the
Aayiram Kaal Mandapam or the Thousand
Pillar Hall. The hall also houses a museum,
offering insights into the temple’s rich history
and the region’s cultural heritage.

The Ramanathaswamy Temple is one of
the twelve Jyotirlinga temples dedicated to
Lord Siva. Initiated by the Pandya kings in
the 12th century, the temple is renowned for
its longest corridor among all Saiva temples,
stretching over 1,200 meters and supported
by more than 1,000 intricately carved pillars.
This architectural marvel not only exemplifies
Tamil civilisation’s prowess but also serves
as a spiritual pathway for devotees.

Tamil temple architecture is a harmonious
blend of spirituality, art, and engineering.
These temples are not merely structures of
worship but are chronicles etched in stone,
reflecting the socio-cultural and religious
ethos of their times. Their enduring legacy
continues to inspire awe and reverence,
standing as monumental testaments to
human devotion and creativity.
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Saiva Saint Amarneethi Nayanar

The one who surrendered

In the vast constellation of the
63 Nayanmars, each star glows
with a unique intensity of love
for Siva peruman. If Viranminda
Nayanar and alike were fires of
uncompromising loyalty to the
devotees, Amarneethi Nayanar,
the 6th in order, was a quiet flame
that burned with the selfless glow of service,
surrender, and absolute faith. His is not the tale

Srisankarshan
Srisatkunarajah
English Editor
Thennadu

of grand miracles or ferocious penance — but
of a heart that realised and knew no limits in
its devotion.
Background

Amarneethi was born in the sacred city of
Pazhayarai, now incredibly popular and once
a spiritual hub under the Chola dynasty. As a
wealthy merchant, he had all that one could
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wish for. Gold, grain, garments, a good name
and a sense of faith. But to him, these were
not possessions, they were offerings, tools with
which he worshipped Peruman through his dev-
otees. Among the many acts he performed in his
charitable life, his most cherished was offering
kondrai garments (simple loincloths), made from
soft cloth, used by ascetics and sivanadiyarhal.

His donations weren’t the kind that were made
to appeal to society for personal schemes. He

O o o o e P e [ e e e

gave like a child offering his mother a flower,
with much innocence, humility, and deep love
matured into devotion. Every cloth he handed
out was accompanied by a bowed head, reverent
demeanor and a prayer. And the sivanadiyarhal, in
turn, blessed him, keeping his household soaked
in divine grace, cementing his name amongst
the clan.
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The Test

What is devotion that remains unshaken and
only in comfort? How would the devotee gain
immortality in our ethos without an arena to
perform such tremendous charity? The Lord,
true to his nature, orchestrated a brilliant test.

One day, Peruman descended, not in a divine
chariot, but in the humble form of a young siva-
nadiyar, an ascetic. Body was lean, eyes radiant
with spiritual fire, and voice soft but sure. He
approached Amarneethi nayanar and asked for
a replacement for one of his worn loincloths.
The merchant, ever ready, offered him a fresh
kondrai cloth. The ascetic then said, “Keep my
old one safe until | return, it is dear to me.”
Amarneethi bowed and agreed, then locked it
up for safekeeping as the ascetic left for the
river. Upon his return, the divine arrangement
began to unfold.

He asked for his old cloth back, and Amarneethi
couldn’t locate the original one in the box and
offered a fresh one. The sivanadiyar responded,
“These clothes could not be the same — mine
had value. You robber, you have wronged me.”
Amarneethi, shaken, swore by his devotion that
he will endeavor to compensate. The ascetic
leveled, “Then let us weigh and see.”

A weighing scale was brought. The old, tattered
cloth which the ascetic was wearing throughout
was placed on one side. Amarneethi placed a fresh
cloth on the other side. But to his astonishment,
it did not balance. He added ten more. Still no
balance. He added gold, silver, rice bags, silks,
ornaments, his merchant ledger, his chariots.
Nothing could match the weight of that old di-
vine cloth, for it is but the lord’s decree after all!

Realising that this was no ordinary ascetic,
Amarneethi did what only a true bhakta would
dare to do. He consulted with and brought his
wife and child to seat them on top of his riches,
shortly afterwards joining them. Still, the balance

did not tip.
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And then, the realised Nayanar chanted the
Ainthu Eluthu Manthiram (the five syllabled
verse). The scale was balanced.

At that moment, the heavens opened. The as-
cetic stood revealed in his radiant, blue-throated
form, and blessed the family with his sight. As
scale vanished and the family stood bathed in
divine light. Peruman declared, “O Amarneethi!
You have offered not just your wealth but your
very self. You have understood the true weight
of devotion. You shall attain my abode.”

Significance through time

Thus did the merchant of Pazhayarai become
Amarneethi Nayanar, ‘one who traded not in silks
or spices, but in selfless surrender’. His name
lives on, not because he gave much, but because
he gave everything, without hesitation, without
calculation.

His story reminds us that even the simplest
offering, aloincloth, a smile, a word of kindness,
when offered with love, can outweigh the riches
of kings. And that sometimes, the Lord comes
not to receive, but to reveal, the weight of our
devotion, the truth of our heart.

In our times, where every act is measured
by gain, and devotion is often filtered through
ritual without feeling, Amarneethi Nayanar calls
us back. Back to the pure joy of giving, the silent
strength of surrender, and the sacred weight of
a true heart.

Saivites commemorate and remember the
saint, and the values made apparent, on his Guru
Poosai day- Aani-Puram, inculcating these val-
ues and preserving the tradition across gener-
ations. We will explore a humongous spectrum
of devotional pedagogies through the Periyapu-
ranam. In doing so, the next few issues of the
article series would focus on stories of much
more mortal passion and mundane valour, all
part of the beauty of the lessons imparted to
us by the Nayanars.
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TAMIL PHILOSOPHY - OUR WAY OF LIFE

As a culture of many mlllenma our way of
thinking and moreover our way of life is repre-
sented by our philosophy. It is no surprise that
a culture of over 5000 years would boast such a
sophisticated and meaningful way of life. Tam-
il culture is not only rich in history but also in
the wisdom embedded within its customs and
practices. Every aspect of life, from language
to daily rituals, is shaped by a deep philosoph-
ical understanding that has been passed down
through generations. It’s no surprise that such
an ancient culture has developed a way of life
where even the smallest custom holds significant
meaning, reflecting a thoughtful and deliberate
approach to life that has endured for millen-
nia. Specifically, the Thirkkural and Thirumurai
are both ancient texts that provide a wealth of
knowledge on Tamil philosophy and spirituality.
Especially in our modern world filled with stress
and problems, taking a step back in time and
reliving what our ancestors preached on how
to live a peaceful life, will for sure improve our
day-to-day lives.

Remarkably, our philosophy is embedded within
our language itself with the uyir ezhuthu and
mei ezhuthu, encapturing the basics of Tamil
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philosophy of how humans
and all beings in this world
have both a uyir (soul or
life) and mei ( their physi-
cal form). The uyir symbo-
lises the spiritual essence,

while the mei representsthe |  Siva P.Ketharan
tangible, material existence. E"%',"Se:fggsr_

This duality mirrors the Tamil
understanding of life, where
the soul and body coexist, each with its own sig-
nificance, reflecting the interconnectedness of
the spiritual and physical realms. Similarly, just
as how all life in our world is structured Tamil
words also encompass the same philosophy.
Life in our world balances both the soul and
the body, likewise, Tamil words strive to do the
same. The vowels (uyir) give breath and life to
the sound, while the consonants (mei) provide the
structure and form. This linguistic combination
mirrors the interconnectedness of the spiritual
and material realms in Tamil philosophy, where
both aspects are essential to the creation and
meaning of life, expression, and existence. It is
truly amazing to be a part of a culture where the
language itself is likened to life, and from this
is it very evident as to why Tamil people praise
our language as life itself.

Moving on, one of the foundational principles
of Tamil philosophy and spirituality is the concept
that our lives exist in a cycle of rebirth, one in
which we are stuck until we prove to God that
we are deserving of eternal bliss, through good
deeds. Our existence is created out of 3 things
Pathi (Sivan), Pasu (Us souls) and Pasam (Ego).
Essentially, Pasam is what holds souls back from
being able to achieve eternal bliss or escape this
painful cycle of rebirth to be with Sivan. Pasam is
the attachment that we individual souls have to
the material world we live in driven by desires,
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ignorance, and ego. We should not give attention
to material wealth or objects we should rather
prioritise other non-materialistic objects such as
other souls and God himself. The ultimate goal
in many Tamil philosophical teachings is to break
this bond (Pasam) through devotion, knowledge,
and spiritual practice, thereby liberating the soul
and uniting it with the divine, Pathi. Ultimately
learn yourself, and question who you are. Note
you cannot do that by looking in the mirror as
that is a representation of your worldly materi-
alistic features, look beyond that into your soul
and realise who you are. Only after that can you
be able to figure out your true self, only then
can you be able to do good in this world and
ultimately diminish your ego and end your cycle
of rebirths to unite with Sivan.

Karma is another major part of Tamil philoso-
phy and is fundamental to all individual actions.
Karma is the law of cause and effect, meaning that
if one does an act of good they will experience
positive outcomes and negative acts will have
negative outcomes. This is an idea embedded
with many Saiva texts such as Sivagnanabhodam
and the Thirukkural. As the Kural (38) states:
“@ILDBTET LILTAINID BHATHTHMDT DISASTHEIST
QUIMLDBTAT aPIML HSHLD Heb”

“If one allows no day to pass without some good being done,
his conduct will be a stone to block up the cycle of
births and deaths.”

This couplet outlines the concept of Karma
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clearly, and emphasises that if one does good
they can expect good in return. Although this is
true, another key aspect of Tamil philosophy is
to not participate in good deeds just to experi-
ence positive outcomes in the future. The true
spirit of karma lies in performing good deeds
selflessly, for the benefit of society, rather than
for personal gain, meaning individuals should
not only commit good in this world for the sole
reason of experiencing the same in the future.
Hence, remember the laws of Karma whenever
you make a decision in life no matter how big
or small, and moreover be a good person to
create a positive impact on society and not for
your own benefit.

Moreover, in life, we all encounter instances
of wrongdoing by others and may experience
hurt in various ways, but how we choose to re-
spond is what truly matters. Initially, you may
choose to respond by fighting fire with fire and
hurting another person as revenge, although this
may seem like the most just option at the time,
Tamil philosophy teaches that this is never the
case. Instead, as strong and moral individuals,
we should attempt to put our wrongdoers to
shame by returning their misconduct with acts
of kindness.

This is poetically emphasised in the Thiruk-
kural with Kural 314:

“SITaTTAFUI STEDT RMISHHEO HNANTHTE0T

malanues agFuig afeb.” "The best way to punish
those who have done you harm is to put them
to shame by returning good for their evil."

This approach not only helps in maintaining
our own virtue but also acts as a method to re-
form a wrongdoer through the power of setting
a positive example. Additionally, it advises us to
forget both the harm done to us and the good
we do in response, which ultimately enforces a
state of mental cleanliness free from any grudges
and pride.
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Miracles of Saiva Saint

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a
Saiva poet/saint, who lived in the
seventh century CE.He is one of the
most prominent saints amongst the
63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s entire col-
lection of hymns about Lord Sivan
is called “Thirukkadaikappu”. These
were later collected to form the first
three volumes of the Thirumuraigal — one of the
principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Sampanthar’s relatives arranged for him to
marry the daughter of Nampanthar Nambi from
Nalloor Perumanam (Achapuram). On the wedding
day, Sampanthar went to the temple at Seerkazhi
to pray. Afterward, he, along with his father and
relatives, made their way to Nalloor. They were
given a warm welcome. Sampanthar entered
the marriage hall, where Nampanthar and his
family brought the bride and seated her next
to him. Thiruneela Nakka Nayanar performed
the wedding rites. Holding his bride’s hand,
Sampanthar stood and rushed toward the Siva
temple, with the crowd following him. In front
of the Sivalingam, he sang a hymn to unite him
with Sivan

Instantly, Sampanthar heard Sivan’s voice say;,
“Let you and everyone at your wedding merge
into my light,” the whole temple lit up brightly
with Sivan’s grace. At the centre of that glowing
light was a Sivalingam, with a clear path leading
toit.

Filled with joy and love, Sampanthar began
singing a hymn starting with the words “Kaath-
alaaki which goes as follows:
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kaatha laakik kasinthukan neermalki
oathu vaarthamai nannendrik kuyppathu
vaetham naankinum meypporu laavathu
naathan naamam namassi vaayavae.

In english this translates to:

With tender hearted love. With profuse tears
rolling down his cheeks. He will direct those who
recite the manthiram in the path to salvation.
Namasivaya, which is the name of the master,
Sivan.

The hymn had emphasized that the five let-
tered manthira (NA MA SI VA YA) could grant
the grace of God.

Sampanthar invited his father and all the
wedding guests to step into Sivan’s light. Finally,
holding his bride’s hand, Sampanthar entered
the light and merged with the Sivalingam. Then,
the light, along with Sampanthar gently faded
away.
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New Year

45BN

Tamil New Year Festival

Tamil New Year is a very significant day, marking the
start of the Tamil calendar year, and it begins at a pro-
pitious time. It is not just the start of a new year but
also a spiritual and cultural renewal for Tamil people
wherever they live.

The origins of the Tamil New Year dates to thousands
of years and have a solid foundation in Tamil culture.
It is known by the name of Puthandu and falls on the
first day of the Tamil month Chithirai.Ancient Tamil lit-
erature, such as the Silappatikaram and Tholkappiyam,
mentions this festival, which goes to show how deeply
entrenched the tradition is. Even today, it remains a
symbol of Tamil identity and pride, and it is celebrated
with rituals to honour time, nature, and family.

One of the most important aspects and traditions of
the Tamil New Year is visiting the temple. A chance to pray
to our gods, express gratitude for the past year and say
our hopes and blessings for the upcoming year. Tamil’s
have a chance to dress up in our traditional clothes,
such as vetti, saree and pavadai, and to come together
and see family and friends. The atmosphere is full of joy
and celebration as people wish for a good future and
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engage in special pujas. Fami-
lies gather and share delicious
traditional food like vadai, aval
and payasam. This food is not
just a feast but also symbolicin
nature, as each of the differing
flavours represents experience
in life, sweet, sour, bitter, and
hot. Tamil New Year is also a
time to rebuild connections

Nianthri Vijekumaran

with family and friends and Grade 9,
rejoice with them, strengthen- St Margglrj'(ra\;liscframmar

ing relationships within society.
Furthermore, the temple also
provides dinner for everyone, anathanam.

Tamil New Year is a holiday that encapsulates our
Tamil history, religion, cuisine, and tradition. It is cele-
brated by Tamils from all over the world, in countries
like Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, India and Australia.
Reminding us of our rich and grand cultural traditions
and allowing us to commence the new year full of op-
timism, joy, and prosperity.
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Third Doubt (Refuting Indria-Aanmavada)

Last month Summary :

Sivakan, an 8-year-old, and his friends were
having a discussion, when a friend questioned
whether the body itself could be the soul
(Uyir), since when someone calls out a name
like "Muruga", the person associated with
that name responds. This led to an explana-
tion that response alone does not prove the
body is the soul—after death, the body no
longer responds, clearly showing the absence
of the soul. Furthermore, the use of phras-
es like "my body" suggests that the speaker
recognises themselves as separate from their
body, just as "my house" implies ownership,
not identity. When the friend argued that
pain felt in the body makes one say, "l feel
like I’'m dying," it was clarified that this refers
only to the condition of being alive—not the
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subtle, conscious soul. The discussion con-
cluded with the understanding that the body
and the soul are two distinct entities, with
the soul being an intelligent, unseen force
that animates the body.

Another friend asked, "It’s said that the
soul, or atma, is an intelligent entity, and
knowledge is its nature. If that's the case,
then our sensory organs, like our ears, nose,
eyes, tongue, etc., must have the ability to
gain knowledge, right? So, can we consider
these sensory organs as the soul or atma?"

"The sensory organs, like the ear, nose,
and so on, don’t actually know the respec-
tive sounds, smells, and so on. They’re just
instruments. There’s something more subtle
than these sensory organs with which knowl-
edge occurs.

Additionally, each organ can only perceive
a limited part of the world. For example, the
eyes can only see colours and forms; they’re
meant to detect sight, not sound. The eyes
can’t perceive sound, taste, smell, or touch.
Similarly, any specific sensory organ can’t
perceive the objects of the other four sens-
es. Because of all these reasons, it can be
concluded that the soul is separate from the
sensory organs."

Saiva Philosophy Reference:

The takeaway of the story is that the soul
(Atma) is not the same as the organs of per-
ception. Though the soul’s nature is intelligent
and it gains knowledge, the ears, eyes, nose,
tongue, and skin are merely instruments used
by the soul to interact with the world. Each
sense organ is limited in its function—eyes
can only see, ears can only hear, and so on.
None of them possess awareness on their
own. The fact that knowledge arises through
these organs, but not from them, proves that
a subtler, conscious entity—the soul —is op-
erating through them.
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