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Across the global Tamil diaspora, Saivam remains
a powerful cultural and spiritual anchor. Temples
are built, festivals are celebrated with grandeur,
and devotional songs echo across cities far from
Tamil soil. Yet beneath this visible devotion lies a
diastoruc crisis, the lack of proper, accurate, and
accessible Saiva books or tools for diasporic com-
munities.

We all acknowledge the importance of passing
down our knowledge of Saivam to further genera-
tions, but what genuine steps are we taking? Sure,
building temples and celebrating Saiva festivals play
avital role in preserving the religion. But these are
mereley surface level efforts. Not much is being
done to showcase more in-depth knowledge on
Saivam and Saiva Siddhantha philosophy. | can as-
sure you that if you go ask a diasporic Tamil youth
the simple question of “Who is God?”, they will
remain speechless, unable to mutter an answer.

And to be honest, we cannot blame them. They
have not been exposed to the intricacies of Saivam
and have rather only been taught the broader
concepts of Hinduisim which don’t entirely align
with our way of life and our philosophies. Hence,
if | asked “Who is God?”, the most common reply
would probably be “well there are many gods, aren’t
there?” Which is not correct in terms of Saivam,

The lack of proper and Accurate Efforts to
preserve Saivam in Diasporic Communities

where the one true god is Sivan.

The problem does not begin with the youth. It
begins with a generational gap in transmission.
Many elders themselves were raised in environ-
ments where devotion was emphasised more than
philosophical articulation. Without structured texts,
reliable translations, or accessible commentaries,
even well-meaning parents struggle to explain what
they practise.

As a result, Saivam risks being reduced to ritual
performance rather than lived theology. If the dias-
pora is serious about preservation, we must invest
not only in temple infrastructure but in intellectual
infrastructure. We need accurate English explana-
tions of foundational texts, structured study guides
for youth, and philosophically sound resources that
remain faithful to primary Saiva scriptures while
being accessible to modern readers.

Saivam is not merely an inherited culture; it
is a sophisticated and coherent philosophical
system. If we fail to transmit its depth alongside its
devotion, we risk raising generations who
participate in tradition without understanding it.

To preserve Saivam in the diaspora, we must
build not only places of worship, but places of
knowledge.
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Saiva Saint Muruga Nayanar - The Custodian
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The Periya Puranam situates
Murugar Nayanar the 15th of
the Saivite saintly 63, within the
structured ecology of temple
life in the Chola country, where

Srisankarshan
Srisatkunarajah
English Editor
Thennadu

:‘i e

Periya Puranam differs to
embellish this role and instead
records his procedure.

Flowers are gathered before
sunrise, selected for freshness

ritual is neither ornamental
nor episodic, but constitutive of civic
continuity. The temple functions as
an institutional centre. Its liturgical
requirements are sustained through
disciplined human labour. Within that
framework, Murugar Nayanar undertakes
a defined and recurring service: the
cultivation, preparation, and offering
of floral garlands for the Lord.

www.thennadu.org
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and suitability, arranged according
to an established order, and delivered
without deviation to the sanctum.
The act is governed by chants, purity,
and correctness. A garland not to
be assembled casually in the saint’s
affairs; it is constructed in conformity
with inherited pattern with the pattern
serving as acknowledgement of piety and
gratitude. The significance of Murugar
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Nayanar’s account emerges when that
sequence is interrupted.

The test

A ruling authority, having observed
the fragrance and workmanship of the
garlands, commands that one be brought
for royal use. The request appears minor
in material terms. Yet the issue presented
is religiously structural. A garland already
consecrated cannot be reassigned
without altering the integrity of the vow
under which it was prepared, when it
is a subject/instrument of penance or
meditation, believe the Sivanadiyars.

Murugar Nayanar thus, refuses. He
reasons to the ministers that the garland is
not available for redistribution because it
no longer belongs to ordinary circulation.
Its purpose has been fixed. In declining
compliance, Murugar Nayanar does not
challenge the legitimacy of kingship; he
declines to redirect what has already
been designated for sacred use.

The response of the ruler was punitive.
Confinement for the Nayanar followed.
The Priya Puranam’s narrative did not
dwell on suffering and rather emphasised
the austerity of Murugar’s policies. Hence,
the nayanar allowed no renegotiation
of terms.

Shortly after the punishments execute
for the nayanar, the king encounters
horrid physical afflictions that apparently
mirrored the effects of Murugar’s wounds.

www.thennadu.org -25-

The ministry and the sovereign discovered
that the afflictions were directly linked
as agony intensified. Recognition led
to repentance. Murugar Nayanar then
was released. Ritual order resumed. The
garlands once again proceeded directly
to their intended destination.

Rememberance

The episode defined that political
power retains its sphere; ritual obligation
retains its own. Stability is restored when
each operates within proper boundary.
The correction is not revolutionary. It
is constitutional in character. The ruler
remains ruler. The devotee remains
gardener. What changes is the recognition
that consecrated obligation is not subject
to arbitrary reassignment.

Murugar Nayanar’s service is marked
by purity with standards such as that
the flowers must be unblemished and
threads must be cleared of smells. This
is fidelity to transmitted order. In temple
culture, correctness sustains continuity
as made apparent through this telling.
Unlike certain Nayanars whose narratives
culminate in civic elevation or dramatic
sacrifice, Murugar Nayanar’s distinction
lies in sustained regularity. Murugar
Nayanar’s remembrance endures because
he preserved the boundary between vow
and preference, celebrated annually on
the Vaikasi Mulam day
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